Jack T. Brooking 
1212 CatMeen Circle 
Gulf Breeze, FL 32561 USA 



Phone: (904) 

932-6359 



June 15, 1996 



Dear Mr. Weisberg: 



I suspect you have despaired of ever hearing from me again. I 
was most grateful for your letter of March 20, and for your perceptive 
comments on my first Rest Stop session with Billy Wayne (Joe) 

Johnson. I hope • I acknowledged receipt of same and sent my thanks. 

I have intended to get the record of the whole set of encounters with 
Billy Joe to you long before this, but there was a sudden near- 
tragedy here that has occupied me for several months now. We are, 
happily, just beginning to emerge from it. 

On April 8, a close friend (a middle-aged black chap who also 
takes care of my house and yard) was bludgeoned in his home in the 
middle of the afternoon, robbed, had his car stolen and was left for 
dead. It has been two-and-a-half months now dealing with a dim-witted 
Sheriff's Dept, the creaky machinations of the Medicaid, Social Security 
and Disability apparati, and the meddling family of the victim. On 
the bright side, many of Joe's friends came to the recsue, hospital 
people and agency people, too, have been most kind and as helpful as ' 
the could be, and the bulk of the expenses fell under the auspices of 
"Victims of Crime," and have been taken care of. It has been an 
education in the plusses and minuses of our social system! 

Also, on the Credit side of the ledger, I've been able to read 
Case Closed , the first Whitewash ; reread Oswald in New Orleans ( 
compiling along the way a sketchy index to help me back into all that 
rich material — since none exists, as we discussed (grrrrr!) I 
am now about to dive into Never Again for my "light" summer reading. 
Harold, the research, attention to detail, determination with which 
you battled in the courts for release of materials, the clearness 
of your reasoning — are all quite mind boggling. Not to mention the 
vast amound of material. Hard to know where Assassination research 
would be at this point without your life's dedication to the subject. 

By the way, I notice that your book on the King Assassination is being 
offered in hardback by EDWARD HAMILTON PUB. Falls Village, CT 
06031-5000 at a greatly reduced cost. I had the impression it was 
not available. I'm awaiting a copy with relish. 

Enclosed is the"Saga of Billy Joe"to date. I think it is now 
all in a decently readable form. I will gratefully welcome any comments 
and reactions to what is set forth here — just as you did on Chapter 
I. I've also collected a good deal of related information from poking 
around in New Orleans, talking with people, and just keeping ears and 
eyes open. More and more of what Billy Joe has told me, seems to 
be rooted in fact. As much more, however, remains shadowy and some 
simply does not check out. How perceptive your comment that he may 
be relating much information second hand — especially from Marty 
Marcello (relative of Mafia Carlos in N.O.) during Billy's stay in 



Atlanta and removed from New Orleans. 



Please take your time. I will be happy and grateful for what 
help you can be, whenever it reaches me. 

I send best wishes for the good health and happiness (and 
lively sale of books, of course!) for you and your wife. Would 
the vast collection of materials you mention in your basement storage 
available to someone like myself? Just a thought. 

It looks like I'll be visiting my son and his wife and my little 
grandsom Adam (age 2 yrs. now) in Brussels at the end of Aug. Incl . 
will be a stay with some old French friends in a house on a little 
island in Norway. Right now, that sounds like Heaven. 

I am also including a copy of the article Billy Joe has referred 
to so often. I think he's confused. Also wonder if y ou have ever 
heard of Ervil LeBaron, mentioned on p. 34? He's a new one on me. 

Have a pleasant summer. 

Yours sincerely. 




